
325 LA WS OF THE SEVENTY -THIRD G.A., 1990 SESSION CH. 1211 

Sec. 3. Section 364.22, subsection 9, paragraph e, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code Supple­
ment 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

'f.fle ~ magistrate or district associate judge shall have jurisdiction to assess or enter judg­
ment for costs of abatement or correction in an amount not to exceed the jurisdictional amount 
for a money judgment in a civil action pursuant to section 631.1, subsection 1, for magistrates 
and section 602.6306, subsection 2, for district associate judges. If the city seeks abatement 
or correction costs in excess of those amounts, and the matter ~ not before '! judge in district 
court, the case shall be referred to the district court for hearing and entry of an appropriate 
order. The procedure for hearing in the district court shall be the same procedure as that for 
a small claims appeal pursuant to section 631.13. 

Sec. 4. Section 364.22, subsection 10, Code Supplement 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
10. The defendant or the city may file a motion for a new trial or may appeal the decision 

of the '! magistrate! 01' district associate judge! or '! district judge to the district court. The 
procedure on appeal shall be the same as for a small claim pursuant to section 631.13. A fac­
tual determination made by the trial court, supported by substantial evidence as shown in the 
record, is binding for purposes of appeal relating to the violation at issue, but shall not be admis­
sible or binding as to any future violation for the same or similar ordinance provision by the 
same defendant. 

Sec. 5. Section 364.22, Code Supplement 1989, is amended by adding the following new sub­
section: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 13. An action brought pursuant to this section for a municipal infrac­
tion which is an environmental violation does not preclude, and is in addition to, any other 
enforcement action which may be brought pursuant to chapter 455B, 455D, or 455E. 

Sec. 6. 
If a conflict exists between a provision of this Act, as enacted, and 1990 Iowa Acts, Senate 

File 2393, as enacted, the provision contained in this Act shall prevail. 

Approved April 27, 1990 

CHAPTER 1211 
TENANT RESPONSIBILITY FOR WATER SERVICES 

H.F. 2557 

AN ACT relating to the filing of liens against property for nonpayment of city utility or enter­
prise charges. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 384.84, subsection 1, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
1. The governing body of a city utility, combined utility system, city enterprise, or com­

bined city enterprise may establish, impose, adjust, and provide for the collection of rates to 
produce gross revenues at least sufficient to pay the expenses of operation and maintenance 
of the city utility, combined utility system, city enterprise, or combined city enterprise and, 
when revenue bonds or pledge orders are issued and outstanding pursuant to this division, 
shall establish, impose, adjust, and provide for the collection of rates to produce gross revenues 
at least sufficient to pay the expenses of operation and maintenance of the city utility, com­
bined utility system, city enterprise, or combined city enterprise, and to leave a balance of 
net revenues sufficient at all times to pay the principal of and interest on the revenue bonds 
and pledge orders as they become due and to maintain a reasonable reserve for the payment 



CH. 1211 LA WS OF THE SEVENTY -THIRD G.A., 1990 SESSION 326 

of principal and interest, and a sufficient portion of net revenues must be pledged for that 
purpose. Rates must be established by ordinance of the councilor by resolution of the trustees, 
published in the same manner as an ordinance. All rates or charges for the services of sewer 
systems, sewage treatment, solid waste collection, water, solid waste disposal, or any of these, 
if not paid as provided by ordinance of the council, or resolution of the trustees, are a lien 
upon the premises served by any of these services upon certification to the county treasurer 
that the rates or charges are due. However, the for residential rental !!!,operties where the 
charges for water services are separately metered and paid directly by the tenant, the rental 
property ~ exempt from ~ lien for those delinquent charges incurred after the landlord gives 
written notice to the utility or enterprise that the tenant ~ liable for the charges and ~ deposit 
not exceeding the usual cost of ninety days Q! water service ~ paid to the utility or enter­
prise. Upon receipt, the utility or enterprise shall acknowledge the notice and deposit. ~ writ­
ten notice shall contain the name of the tenant responsible for charges, address that the tenant 
~ to occuPy, and date that the occupancy begins. ~ change!!! tenant shall require ~ new writ­
ten notice and deposit. When the tenant moves from the rental property, the utility or enter­
prise shall return the deposit if the water service charges are paid in full and the lien exemp­
tion shall be lifted from the rental property. The lien exemption for rental property does not 
~ to charges for repairs to ~ water service if the repair charges become delinquent. When 
one or more Q! the utility or enterprise services become delinquent, the utility or enterprise 
shall give delinquency notice to the landlord who has filed ~ request containing the name and 
address Q! the person to be notified when the tenant ~ notified of the delinquency. ~ lien 
imposed pursuant to this subsection shall not be less than five dollars. The utility or enter­
prise shall give ten days' written notice by first class mail to the property owner of record 
who has filed ~ request containing the name and address Q! the person to be notified before 
placing ~ lien on the owner's property. The county treasurer may charge two dollars for each 
lien certified as an administrative expense, which amount shall be added to the amount of the 
lien to be collected at the time of payment of the assessment from the payor and credited to 
the county general fund. The lien has equal precedence with ordinary taxes, may be certified 
to the county treasurer and collected in the same manner as taxes, and is not divested by a 
judicial sale. 

Approved April 27, 1990 

CHAPTER 1212 
PROHIBITED CREDIT PRACTICES BASED ON FAMILIAL STATUS 

H.F. 2476 

AN ACT relating to unfair or discriminatory credit practices by including familial status as 
an improper basis for differential treatment in relation to a consumer credit transaction, 
an extension of credit by a state chartered financial institution, or the offer of credit life 
or health and accident insurance. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 601A.10, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
601A.10 UNFAIR CREDIT PRACTICES. 
It shall be an unfair or discriminatory practice for any: 
1. Creditor to refuse to enter into a consumer credit transaction or impose finance charges 

or other terms or conditions more onerous than those regularly extended by that creditor to 
consumers of similar economic backgrounds because of age, color, creed, national origin, race, 


